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OExhibition Summary

Seven years has passed since 3.11 hit Japan. Since 2011,
photographer Noriko Takasugi has spent time with the people
involved in Soma Nomaoi, a tradition passed on for hundreds of
years in the coastal areas of Fukushima Prefecture. She has
inquired how a local culture has shaped people’s pride and created
an identity that cannot be lost, while reflecting upon her own roots
and everyday life as a Japanese person who live the same era with
them.

Most of the samurai warriors portrayed in Fukushima Samurai had
been living within a 20km radius from Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant before March 2011. Although they could no longer live
there, * Noriko Takasugi travel with each and everyone portrayed in
these photographs to visit places in their hometown that were of
significance to them, which they were allowed to visit during the
daytime, listened to their stories, asked them to stand firmly on the
land and took time in taking these photographs.

“This is a long-term project that portrays the people affected by the
tsunami and the nuclear incident not as victims of a disaster, but as
samurai warriors in Soma Nomaoi, a tradition going back a
thousand years, and explores their identity as fellow Japanese



people living in the same era as myself. At the same time, it
represents the current relationship between the land and the
people as well as between tradition and modern technology.

What continues to live on when something is lost? What choices do
we make and what sacrifices? My life is a tapestry and an
accumulation of the decisions I make everyday about what is
important for me. Before I knew it, the photographs of these people
became self-portraits of myself.” (Excerpt from the artist’s
statement)

*As of July 12, 2016, the evacuation order issued by the
government that had been in place for five years and four months
was lifted for Odaka District, and it became possible for residents to
return to their homes. However, few residents actually moved back
and most of the young people have not returned.

OArtist profile

Born in 1974 and currently living in Tokyo. Noriko Takasugi is based
in Tokyo and Fukushima for her photography. With a BA in clinical
psychology from Waseda University and an MA in photojournalism
and documentary photography from the London College of
Communication, she entered the world of photography after
working as a magazine editor. Her major motivation and theme in
photography is her awareness of her identity in Japan as well as her
identity overseas which she discovered through her experience
living in the US as a young child, studying abroad twice in the UK
and travelling to various countries. Her main choice of expression is
portraits.

Noriko Takasugi’s work has been highly acclaimed in many
countries. She was invited to present her Fukushima Samurai series
at Photoquai 2015 held at the musée du quai Branly in Paris, France,
as well as the Asian Women Photographers’ Showcase 2014 held in
Malaysia. She has also received an award at Konica Minolta Photo
Premio 2014, and both won a scholarship award and was a finalist
at Photolucida’s Critical Mass 2013. In addition, her work
portraying Yayoi Kusama allowed her to become one of the forty
photographers selected for the Taylor Wessing Photographic



Portrait Prize 2015 exhibition in London, which is famous for its
prestigious portrait awards. Her work has appeared in many
newspapers, magazines and internet media, both in Japan and
abroad, including Harper’s Bazaar, The Sunday Telegraph,
Independent, Le Monde, Time, Wired.com, The Asahi Shimbun and
PHaT PHOTO.

RILVEDESE - Artist Contact Information-
Website: www.norikotakasugi.com
Facebook: noriko takasugi



