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Shodo Exhibition by Koki Takehara

By Koki Takehara
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OExhibition Summary
‘Shodo' : The art of Calligraphy. An introduction to Japanese culture.
Words and phrases begin to breathe and become alive in shodo.
Japanese calligrapher, Koki Takehara will express Japanese idioms that are born
from our daily life and tradional art in his unique and creative Japanese calligraphy
using his huge calligraphy brush.
It is not just about Takehara’s calligraphy, but watching him make the elegant and
dynamic brush strokes that dance on custom-made, handmade paper with fine
gold and silver glitters.
Watch his extraordinary, videotaped performance “En So” meaning 'a circle’, an

ultimate form of space, where Takehara performs on a 10-meter long paper.

OArtist profile
Born in Okayama prefecture, Japan in 1975. Takehara began calligraphy classes at
age four and received the highest award from the Japanese national exhibition in
1989 and 1990.
In 2009, he began his career as a professional calligrapher. In 2011, he took his
calligraphy performances -- using long and large brushes -- and workshops to
France, USA, and England. He calls this work “Communication Through
Calligraphy.”
In 2013, he introduced his large brush calligraphy performance at “Japan Day @
Central Park”, New York, with Japanese drumming and a Japanese string
instrument called a shamisen.
In 2014, Takehara conducted and performed workshops in England for students
who had no knowledge of Japanese calligraphy and its history, in terminal care
facilities and a school anniversary celebration event.

Through these activities, Takehara has expanded the reach of Japanese Calligraphy.



In 2016, he returned to the USA and performed at a Japanese culture exhibition, in
temples in Hawaii.

His original Japanese card game, “nihon bunka no karuta” which introduces
Japanese culture, is also beginning to attract interest in foreign countries.

Takehara believes that in order to express and expand the reach of his art of
calligraphy, it is essential to have the finest calligraphy tools.

Calligraphy brushes made with natural materials, such as horsehair. He blends his
own ink using natural indigo. These are important components for his dynamic and
expressive brush strokes.

The largest brush is five meters in length, and the brush is 1.1 meter.

FIWNE 4 — Artist Contact Information-—
mail@ob6.info
http://sho.ob6.info/



